
 

THE FACTS ABOUT SMOKING AND WOMEN 
 
The Tobacco Tax Act of 2006 achieves two goals:  it will reduce smoking, especially among kids, and 
fund critical healthcare priorities such as disease prevention, medical research, children’s health 
insurance and emergency room care.   
 
The statistics surrounding women and tobacco are staggering: 
 

 Cigarette smoking kills an estimated 178,000 women in the United States annually.1  
 

 The three leading smoking-related causes of death in women are lung cancer (45,000), 
heart disease (40,000) and chronic lung disease (42,000).1 

 
 More than 80 percent of all lung cancer deaths in women smokers are attributable to 

smoking.2   Since 1950, lung cancer deaths among women have increased by more than 
600 percent.  By 1987, lung cancer had surpassed breast cancer as the leading cause of 
cancer-related deaths in women.2 

 
 Women who smoke have an increased risk for other cancers, including cancers of the oral 

cavity, pharynx, larynx (voice box), esophagus, pancreas, kidney, bladder, and uterine 
cervix.2  Women who smoke double their risk for developing coronary heart disease and 
increase by more than tenfold their likelihood of dying from chronic obstructive pulmonary 
disease.2,3 

 
 An estimated 18.5 percent of adult U.S. women aged 18 years or older (slightly less than 1 

of 5) are current cigarette smokers.4  Cigarette smoking estimates for women by age are as 
follows: 18–24 years (21.5 percent), 25–44 years (21.4 percent), 45–64 years (19.8 
percent), and 65 years or older (8.1 percent).4 

 
 Prevalence of cigarette smoking is highest among women who are American Indians or 

Alaska Natives (28.5 percent), followed by whites (20.4 percent), African Americans (17.2 
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percent), Hispanics (10.9 percent), and Asians [excluding Native Hawaiians and other 
Pacific Islanders] (4.8 percent).4 

 
The Tobacco Tax Act of 2006 is supported by a broad coalition, including the American Cancer Society, 
American Heart Association, and the American Lung Association.  They are sponsoring this initiative 
because it will help keep kids from starting to smoke and, it dedicates necessary funds for disease 
prevention, treatment and research.  These funds will expand and deepen public health efforts to 
combat California’s deadly chronic diseases.  
 
The initiative puts in place strict safeguards and audits to ensure that funds go exactly where voters 
intend.  Legislators will not be able to raid the trust funds. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


