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Providing care to patients with mental health issues is complicated. It
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isn’t always easy to know what is “right” and what is “legal.”

This manual discusses all laws governing mental health treatment
and privacy including the Lanterman-Petris-Short Act (LPS), the
Confidentiality of Medical Information Act (CMIA), the Health
Insurance Portability and Accountability Act (HIPAA) and other state
and federal laws.

Chapters:

Overview of Mental Health Laws

Principles of Consent for Mental Health Patients

Detainment for Mental Health Treatment

Rights of Mental Health Patients

Privacy Rights & Patient Access to Records

Release of Medical Information to Third Parties: General Patient

Release of Mental Health and Developmental Disability
Information Covered by the Lanterman-Petris-Short Act to Third
Parties

Release of Substance Abuse Information to Third Parties
Reporting Requirements

Preemption Analysis — General Patient; Minors, HIV Test
Results; Mental Health Patients
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